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the great river, in which the wreck of his canoe
causes the loss of all his possessions. The Houmas
are brave warriors, but are indolent, amiable, and
docile. Their woman chief who died last year
was an Amazon, ‘‘ having in person led several war-
parties; "’ the highest honors were accordingly paid
her. These savages have abundance of poultry;
but they will not kill or eat a chicken, apparently
regarding these creatures as mere curiosities. The
customs and dress of these people are described, also
the temple in which they keep a perpetual fire.

Our missionary visits the Baiagoulas, who are
being punished by famine and disease for an act of
treachery committed against an allied tribe. On
the lower reaches of the great river, the French find
no large game, ‘‘ and, if we have found a few bustards
or wild geese, they have been so lean that they were
as tasteless as wood.”” They are also tormented by
the clouds of insects, and depressed by the heavy
rains and excessive heat. On December 17, Gravier
and his men, after a voyage of sixty-eight days,
reach Iberville’'s fort, of which a picturesque descrip-
tion is given. Provisions are beginning to fail the
little garrison left therein; but they patiently await
the coming of the ships from France, in March.
That entire region is so inundated that it will be
necessary to remove the fort to the higher ground
farther up-stream. Gravier also visits and describes
Biloxi, Iberville’'s principal post. The Spanish gov-
ernor of Pensacola visits this fort, and is hospitably
received by the French; and they afterward aid him
when he is shipwrecked, sending him back to his
residence. On his return from Biloxi, Gravier’'s
crew stray from their route, and have much difficulty



